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Poetry Scansion Worksheet

Exercise: Identifying Patterns of Stress  (Note: Not all feet will be iambs)
Identify the Stress in the Following Words and Phrases: 
1. Bill Clinton 
2. Monica Lewinsky 
3. How now brown cow? 
4. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
5. Oops! I did it again! I played with your heart. 
6. Wild thing! You make my heart sing! You make everything . . . 
groovy. 
7. I went to a party at the county jail. . . . 
8. Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary 
9. I shall wear white flannel trousers and walk along the beach 
I have heard the mermaids singing each to each, 
I do not think they shall sing to me. 

10. Supercallifragilisticexpealadocious! 

Directions:  (Scan: label the metrical pattern in each foot) Scan and label each line of poetry below.

1. The sound must seem an echo to the sense _______________________________

from An Essay on Criticism, Alexander Pope

2.
'Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house  _______________

from A Visit from Saint Nicholas, Clement Clark Moore

3.
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper  ______________________________


from "Peter Piper," Unknown

4. I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me_________________________

from "My Shadow," Robert Louis Stevenson

5. Jack and Jill went up the hill  __________________________________________

from "Jack and Jill," Unknown

6. How do you like to go up in a swing?  __________________________________

from "The Swing," Robert Louis Stevenson

7. Oh who is that young sinner with the handcuffs on his wrists?  _______________

from "Oh Who Is That Young Sinner?" A. E. Housman

8. Go and catch a falling star  ___________________________________________

from "Song:  Go and Catch a Falling Star," John Donne

9. maggie and milly and molly and may  ___________________________________

from "maggie and milly and molly and may,"  e e cummings

10. In a prominent bar in Secaucus one day  _________________________________

from "In a Prominent Bar in Secaucus One Day," X. J. Kennedy

