Poetry Seminar

Oral Presentations

Explore a specific school/subject in the world of poetry.

(e.g. Transcendentalism, The Harlem Renaissance, Romanticism, The Beat Generation, Imagism).

Presentations begin October 29th.  Written submissions are due on the date of your presentation (Except for Romantic group).

Oral Presentations:

You have one class period, during which time you will:

· Begin the class with an engaging opening activity that will arouse students’ (remember, I am also one of your students) interest.  For instance, if I were to present a lecture on Irish poetry (specifically poetry of the Irish resistance), I may open with a video clip depicting English treatment of Irish Catholics in 1968 and then segue into a relevant poem.  Alternatively, I could open with Irish revolutionary music.  A writing prompt is also a good idea.  Essentially, grab the class’s attention.  (5-10 minutes)
· (What follows is meant to give you some guidance. But DO NOT try to cover the whole school in one period. Present only what is essential to having a base understanding of the school and what is essential to understand the poetry). Transition into a lecture on the Movement’s/Subject’s relevant historical information.  As a group you should decide how you want to handle questions.  Often it is not a bad idea to allow your class the freedom to ask questions during the lecture; however, you can encourage your class to write questions during the lecture.  Following the lecture, questions can be answered.  Additionally, students should take notes during your presentation.  Information to consider including in your opening lecture (You do not have to cover everything below):
1. What social/economic/political stimuli gave rise to the movement?

2. What are the roots/origins of the movement (related to no. 1)?

3. What common philosophy/ideology did members share?
4. Traits common to the poetry of the movement.
5. Prior literary movements that influenced your movement.  
6. Possible prior literary movements that your movement runs counter to.

7. Explore the evolution of the movement.  

8. The legacy of your movement.  Meaning, what influence(s) has your subject had on literature/art in general and poetry specifically?

9. This list is certainly fluid and you should feel free to explore and share any other pertinent information that strikes your fancy.  

10. Were there any critics of your movement?  If so, what was the gist of their criticism? 
(During this particular piece of the oral presentation, every member need not contribute to the lecture.) (5-8 minutes)
· Following the lecture, distribute one or two poems (depending on time) born out of your movement/subject.  I would encourage you to have the class read the poems independently.  Following our readings, we should be encouraged to take notes on the following points:
1. Significance of the title.

2. Are there any patterns with regard to rhyme or meter? What impact does this have on the ideas being communicated?

3. How many lines in the poem?  Is the poem divided into stanzas?  How are the stanzas structured?  Why do the stanzas exist?  Do they represent different ideas or topics?

4. Is the content of the poem organized according to a specific structure?  What is that structure?

5. What is the topic/subject of the poem?

6. What word(s) or phrases directly relate to the topic?

7. What figures of speech are prevalent?  Is there a controlling figure throughout the poem?  What is the relationship between the figures used and the poem’s topic/subject?
8. What message is the poet trying to convey?  What emotions or feelings does the poem elicit from you?

9. How is this poem indicative of the movement it represents?

10. Who is the speaker?  How does this affect your interpretation of the poem?

(10-15 minutes)

· Conclude with small group discussion, during which time each group discusses its findings.  (10-15 minutes)

· Finally, we come together as a class and share our thoughts on the poetry.  It is your responsibility to facilitate the discussion.  Perhaps you can identify one or two facilitators for this section of the lesson.  It is important that you bring the presentation full circle and come back to your school/subject. Be sure you leave yourself 2-4 minutes here to wrap up the lesson with final thoughts on the topic of discussion (Your group should have final word on the subject matter).  (15-20 minutes)

· Wrap up with a home work assignment (ideally a writing and/or reading assignment).    

This is a basic guideline for the oral presentation.  While I want you to feel free to manipulate it to suit your purposes, I do want you to clear your amendment(s) with me first.  ENSURE THAT THE PERIOD IS ALIVE WITH POETRY!
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