Literature and the Human Condition

Group Presentation Guidelines

The group presentations cover two very important bases.  They help to explore key existential themes that are connected (variously) to the fiction read this term and they also help to introduce or revisit key existential players who constitute the philosophical context of the course.   As the term comes to an end, you will be expected to apply an existential frame/lens to your analysis of one novel read this term (It is possible to apply the lens to multiple texts).  This framing or lens constitutes the context of your PBA discussion.  More on the Context:

The context of the course is comprised of any of the philosophical texts read this term or any philosophers featured in group discussions. It is imperative to note that group projects and the accompanying précis/abstracts should be wonderful pools of potential source material that would be helpful in framing a discussion of the fiction read this year.  This is why your group presentations are so important: they help us to employ the scholarship necessary to complete our Context Essays!  

The Groups and Thematic focus (Dates will be altered slightly):

GROUP 1— The Individual in industrialized society 
GROUP 2— Faith and Existentialism (Anguish and Fear)
GROUP 3—Atheistic Existentialism (Nothingness, despair, and suffering)

GROUP 4—Authenticity and Bad Faith

GROUP 5—Alienation and Absurdity

GROUP 6—Personal Freedom (Individual Subjectivity)

GROUP 7—Death and existence

I have simply provided you with your thematic focus.  The rest of this group project relies entirely on you and your research!  You will learn very early on that the breadth and depth of source material is daunting!  You and your team must, through preliminary research, hone in on aspects of your subject that would prove to be most relevant to the fiction we have read and are going to read.  Then move ahead…  Ultimately, each member of the group must MASTER one contextual source and write a précis summarizing the source material (more on précis later). For instance, let’s imagine I am in group 5 and we must explore/research alienation and absurdity.  Through my research I discover Camus’ “The Myth of Sisyphus” and the chapter on absurdity.  This becomes my contribution to my group.  I read and reread that chapter aiming to MASTER the content in preparation for my précis and the actual lesson. 

The following point is critical.  In researching your assigned subject (whether through primary or secondary sources), you should become familiar with at least one of the “prime players” in existential thought. For instance:

Kierkegaard
Sartre

Nietzsche

Dostoyevsky

Schopenhauer

Heidegger

Jaspers

De Beauvoir

Camus
The Presentation/Lesson

Perhaps the most challenging element of this project will be deciding as a group how to best teach the class what you have learned.  This will require great compromise as you FOCUS your instruction (remember you have one period).  The objective for the presentation/lesson should not be to cover as much as possible within one period.  Rather, the objective should be to capture the essence of your subject (depth rather than breadth) in an informative, insightful and stimulating manner.   Let me stress:  Be informative and ENGAGING!!!  Very Simply, you have spent weeks researching and discussing the material with your group; now you transfer that knowledge to your peers. You are the teachers!

Your lesson plan should include the following information (This is also the expected “flow” for your presentation/lesson):

· Concept/Topic taught

· Goal for the lesson

· Class starter (How will you capture the attention of the class?)

· Lecture (The entire lecture should be outlined in detail)

· Small Group Learning Activity

· Whole Group Discussion (What are expectation for the whole group discussion)

· Wrap Up

· Homework:  Journal Prompt (Your group will collect and assess the journal responses to determine if you reached your goal for the lesson)

Presentation Guidelines (50 points) 

Note that you will receive three grades for this assignment:  a group grade, an individual grade (based upon your individual performance during the presentation, your précis, and peer evaluation), and portfolio grade. These are the criteria by which I grade your presentation:


(30 points) Knowledge—You should demonstrate control/mastery of the subject matter. Presenters should be very familiar with subject matter reflected in answering any and all questions relevant to the subject.  


(15 points) Synthesis--Provide an intellectually stimulating comparison and contrast between the ideas of the day’s lesson and a material previously read/discussed in class. This includes other presentations. 

(25 points) Engaging—Your lesson should capture the attention of the class and hold our attention.  Be engaging!  This will require some creativity…

(10 points) Organization—It should be clear that you have spent some time prepping for the presentation.  I should never get the sense that you are “winging it.”

(20 points) Lesson Plan—The lesson plan should meet all criteria.  Additionally, you will be evaluated based upon your adherence to the lesson plan during the presentation.  


•  The day of your presentation you should also submit a Kinkos-bound portfolio including a typed copy of this presentation/lesson, précis and accompanying source article, and a works cited indicating any other works used in informing your presentation.
